Chapter 1

Sáhó, Barnabás:
What to do after finishing high school?

Translated by Szabadkai, Bernadett

1. Introduction

Should I go to college and get a degree or should I start working? When and where should I start preparing? Who should I ask? How is college different from school? What should I consider before making these important decisions? Should I rent a flat or stay in college accommodation? What sort of financial aid and/or scholarships will I be eligible for during my studies? How is my legal status going to change? What technical and IT devices and facilities are available to make it easier for me to work my way through the system?

These questions, and others like them, have probably been on your mind during these last days of your final year at school. In this chapter I will try to list the most important questions and problems that might arise and also to offer some possible answers. Of course, I cannot offer you an overall solution or provide you with a recipe for success - I will not even try to do so. You have entered a stage of life where answers and solutions cannot be standardized or generalized and you cannot follow a pattern that works everybody. The time has come for you to learn to consider and balance arguments, gain experience and make responsible decisions. At first this might be difficult - it might even sound scary. But soon you will get the hang of it, and you will set off on the road to self-discovery, gain experience, and find your way around. This is what will make your way worthwhile, beautiful, and your very own. There will be plenty of challenges which you will have to face in order to overcome all the obstacles in school and in college as well as in real life later on. This chapter will provide you with the most basic information and advice, so that when the time comes to make those decisions you will be able to see clearly.

But, of course, all this will not happen without your help. Now is the time to start thinking about and planning your years at college, your career and your future.

2. Ask your questions in time

As I have just said, the most important thing about this process is to start thinking in plenty of time about what you would like to do after finishing school. You probably have your goals and you are determined to reach them.  It is not early to ask yourself this question in your junior year. By that time it will have become clear which subjects you are interested in and which ones you are getting good grades in.

Based on this you can choose the subjects which you would like to devote more time to studying in specialized/AP classes or in some other way. And if you happen to change your mind, or get less interested, you can still decide to start focusing on a different subject instead.

There is a problem that you might have to face: what if the subject you are best at is not one of your favourites? Or the other way around: what if there is a subject you are interested in, but still it seems you cannot get such good results in it as in other subjects? If either of these is the case you will have to decide whether to pick the one you are likely to succeed in or the one you find more exciting and interesting. If you decide on the latter, you should put all your efforts into preparing for those classes so that you can get good grades and get into your dream college. If you want to play safe and decide to take your school-leaving and entrance exams in the subjects you have the best grades in, you can still hope that your career will be both challenging and exciting. If you have the abilities and talents, you will be able to do well.

3. What should you consider before choosing a college?

 It seems then that what you should consider when choosing a college is your fields of interest and the subjects you are best at. From a broader perspective it is advisable to take a look at which jobs seem to be most in demand. Or to put it differently, which fields are the most likely to be in demand by the time you finish your studies and which jobs the market is already flooded with.

If you can find a field or a college which will prepare you for a profession that is more and more in demand, it will increase your chances of finding a job.  So if you are a clever student, you will take a look at the job market statistics that show which fields and areas offer good and not such good career prospects. Although you will find it difficult to make predictions even with the help of these statistics, they will help you draw logical and valid conclusions about certain fields. So with careful planning you can avoid having to regret your decision and realizing only years later that this was not the job for you. Of course, if this should happen, our book can help you solve the problem, but that is something you can read about later.

Websites on education provide countless statistics that arrange data in different ways to supply readers with detailed information.

As an example, here is a table which shows the patterns of the numbers of people applying and being admitted to colleges in different fields.

Number of applicants and students admitted in different fields in 2005 and 2006

2005
	 Field of Study  [image: image1.png]



	Applicants 
	Admitted 

	
	Total
	1st choice
	Full-time 
	State-funded
	Total 
	Full-time 
	State-funded

	agrarian  studies
	8253
	5717
	5587
	6475
	5230
	2945
	3526

	humanities
	34123
	23908
	23229
	26369
	14026
	6612
	7057

	vocational training
	10067
	4637
	0
	9145
	6378
	0
	5739

	economics 
	42123
	32295
	28126
	32078
	22013
	10476
	9214

	religious studies
	185
	99
	143
	169
	98
	66
	85

	information systems/computers 
	10674
	7970
	8311
	8907
	6592
	4776
	4943

	law and administration 
	18572
	14064
	11108
	12707
	7425
	2209
	2207

	engineering 
	21168
	16190
	14955
	16131
	14085
	8808
	8900

	arts 
	7519
	6796
	6180
	6349
	1907
	1316
	1355

	defence and armed forces 
	1008
	753
	743
	668
	281
	123
	85

	medicine and health studies
	9060
	7418
	7046
	8493
	4400
	3067
	3445

	teacher training
	9145
	6879
	4497
	8151
	5157
	2477
	4030

	sports studies 
	4668
	3590
	2285
	3551
	1615
	591
	716

	social studies 
	25501
	14255
	17909
	21554
	9108
	4267
	4935

	sciences 
	9132
	5225
	7705
	8284
	4626
	3460
	3787


2006
	 Field of Study  [image: image2.png]



	Applicants 
	 Admitted

	
	Total
	1st choice
	Full-time
	State-funded
	Total 
	Full-time
	State-funded

	agrarian studies 
	9448
	5619
	7711
	8635
	4292
	3040
	3247

	humanities 
	25234
	16722
	19588
	21017
	10272
	6997
	6267

	vocational training
	11831
	5372
	0
	11095
	6093
	0
	5770

	economics 
	31885
	24604
	23446
	25694
	17298
	10355
	8638

	religious studies
	61
	37
	34
	52
	37
	16
	32

	information systems/computers 
	9200
	6686
	7667
	7993
	5867
	4698
	4739

	law and administration 
	13569
	10633
	7797
	8686
	7138
	2476
	2239

	engineering 
	16865
	12869
	13006
	13719
	11892
	8886
	9062

	defence and armed forces 
	728
	461
	584
	411
	221
	134
	39

	medicine and health  studies 
	9114
	7538
	7402
	8657
	4409
	3279
	3529

	teacher training
	9187
	6620
	5191
	8256
	4315
	2331
	3382

	sports studies 
	5385
	3888
	3807
	4771
	1533
	793
	796

	social studies 
	24039
	12980
	17672
	20805
	8813
	4844
	4202

	sciences 
	8055
	4392
	7104
	7522
	4410
	3675
	3835


Key:
Full-time: Basic, full-time training both state-funded and fee-paying


4. Help with preparing for the final exams

With the date of the final exams approaching, students who are planning their future and taking their studies seriously have to realize that it is necessary to deepen their knowledge of the subjects and also to make their knowledge more systematic. You might find that although you can successfully prepare for your classes and learn the material, you are still not convinced that all this will be enough for the exams.

You should bear in mind that in your regular classes you work together with students of differing interests, and the school cannot take responsibility for satisfying the needs of each and every student who wants to specialize in certain areas. It is in those extra classes called options, specializing in a certain subject that you can get the extra time, care and materials which will help you prepare in the subjects you would like to focus on. If you want to get a broader perspective or to make your knowledge more systematic from a different point of view, you will find this is not very easy in your ordinary classes.

There are several organizations that prepare people for their final exams and offer courses for students who share the same interests.  Look for pages on the internet. 
We should warn you, however, that you have to be careful when choosing a preparatory course, and your main consideration should be the quality of the service on offer. There are several organizations which care more about their income and profits than about the quality of their courses. At the other end of the spectrum you will find courses which are free of charge but which cannot be considered useful or effective either.

There are several good courses in between these two extremes but because students come across too many of the poor-quality ones, the majority simply get tired of searching (or of reading advertisements) for such organizations. As a result they never manage to find the good, reliable ones. There are courses run by determined teachers at some of Hungary’s leading schools - and not necessarily just to gain more and more profit. These courses offer high-quality teaching at an affordable price. 
The policy of high schools on this matter is that their task is to prepare their students for the final, school-leaving exams, and that it is a task they accomplish. But at the same time the importance of free choice should be emphasized; in other words, all students should be informed of and acquainted with alternative ways of learning, where they can acquire and learn about new methods and approaches, together with friends who are interested in the same field and issues. So the aim of these courses is not to take over the school’s responsibilities (which would be impossible anyway) but to supplement, deepen and organize what people have learnt at school.

It is the student who has to make the decision, but it is the responsibility of everybody working in education to help him or her make it. So I would like to encourage you to walk around in the world with your eyes open, size up and make use of the opportunities that are out there.

5. Foreign languages 

Passing an exam in a foreign language is an important part of your high school years, and it can also help you get extra points when applying to a college. You cannot take a degree without knowing another language (you need to have at least one state-accredited language certificate), and this knowledge can prove to be invaluable when you land your first job.

Every now and then it is worth brushing up on your English or French during your studies at college, since after getting your degree, when you apply for a job, one of the most basic questions you can expect at an interview is whether or not you can communicate in the foreign language in which you have a certificate. This means that the paper is not everything: being able to speak the language is just as important. Together with your degree and experience, this is another key requirement to get a job. There are a lot of opportunities to study a language both at your school and elsewhere. You can choose from countless course books, language schools and language learning techniques, so if you are determined enough, you will be able to practice and learn your chosen language. If spending your free time wisely is a priority for you, you should consider this option too.

There are several exams you can take, national and foreign ones as well. It is important to learn which are accepted in your country, that is, the ones that are recognized by the state. You can get further information at websites of accreditation centres for foreign language examinations.

6. College or university?

In order to decide this question you will have to reconsider your goals. It is true that having a university degree (M.A./Sc.) can give you an advantage at the job market over people with a college degree (B.A./Sc.). However, it is important to mention that there are colleges which provide training and tuition that no university has courses in.

I would advise you to choose a college (instead of a university) if you do know what jobs you are interested in. Studying at a college will mean an easier workload and a more relaxed lifestyle. This is something a lot of students know but still fail to make proper use of. I think that instead of partying and going out all the time you should walk around in the world with your eyes open and try your hand at a lot of things. Gain experience and practice at work, develop your skills. If you do this effectively, by the time you get your degree you will also have landed a job. And even if this is not the case, you will have gained a lot of experience. This a requirement set by several firms and companies, so it may give you an advantage over other students applying for the same job.

Choosing a university (instead of a college), on the other hand, might prove to be the safer solution. Although these days a university degree does not necessarily guarantee a job, it can be extremely useful in your job or during your further studies. If you go to a university you will have less time to spare because you have to attend a lot of different classes, so your free time is constrained by your timetable. But if you can learn to manage your time, you will be able to try and test your abilities and skills even while going to university.

7. University and college open days

Open days are when you can get the most information about universities and colleges. Your final year at school is all about studying and making decisions: you have to choose a field, you have to choose a college.

It is worth considering all your different possibilities in order to avoid the problems caused by getting into a college that does not live up to your expectations (see 18). You have plenty of time to learn about the competition itself and the possibilities, and there are several ways to do so. Open Days are the perfect opportunities. 

On open days colleges want to let you know of how their institution works. They give lectures to high school students on what to expect and how to prepare, and on what going to their college means. On these days you can get a lot of information. First, the impression the college makes on you is important. If you like it, it can make you all the more motivated. Secondly, you can get answers to your questions, and learn what your degree will be worth, if you choose a certain faculty or major. So these open days will give you an insight into life at college and provide motivation.

Colleges advertise these open days in several different ways, so you can’t miss them. Also, each year information is published for students applying to college, which provides details and statistics about institutes of higher education. Thus you can learn where you can get further information about the dates of open days too. 
8. How is college different from high school?

We cannot answer this question in detail in this chapter, and you will only be able to see what we mean by these differences after you have experienced them. As we mentioned earlier your adult life will start at the same time as your college studies: you are becoming more and more independent. You will have to make responsible decisions in more and more areas of life, for example about managing your own time. You have to be able to say what interests you the most, you have to size up your own knowledge, skills and abilities.

You will gain a lot of experience during your college years; you will learn the techniques you need to pass exams, and you will make a lot of friends, with whom you will stay in touch after college as well. It is important to mention here the team-building effects of examination sessions and stress. As the date of an exam approaches, you will find yourselves with your backs to the wall, and in situations like this students always help each other.

Very often, however, you will find that you can only count on yourself. There is nothing wrong with this: after all, everybody has to find their own way. Of course, it will take a while before you can look back on all those decisions you had to make and the other hardships you had to endure in a positive light; still, there are years of exploration and discovery ahead of you. Use them wisely. I don’t want to use the expression ”the best days of your life” to describe your college years because I know all too well that studying at college is not a piece of cake. It forms and changes you, but this is what makes it a worthwhile experience.

9. Independence: halfway between being your daddy’s little boy or girl and living your own life

Being and having to be independent is also an aspect of your college life that you, as a first-year student, will find new. It’s not only studying in college that you will have to get accustomed to but also your new life, new friends, the new challenges and the new requirements set by the school.

If you go to college far away from where you live, you will have to accept the fact that you won’t be able to go home so often and that you will have to solve several of your problems on your own. But you will probably not find this a traumatic experience. You will have a sense of freedom, independence and a feeling that, although the people who love you are around you and will help you if they can, you are on your own.

But you have to be careful with this liberty, for financial reasons on the one hand (I’m thinking of partying all the time), and time-wise on the other. A lot of people don’t know how to cope with freedom and fall into the trap of living from party to party without planning ahead and organizing their lives. Sooner or later, though, this will lead to trouble; during the first examination session at the latest. Because, although the way students’ knowledge gets tested has changed (tests come less often but they are stricter), you still have to try and learn how to organize your time, to keep regular study hours and form regular study habits. You have to see how much time you need to learn a subject and to successfully prepare for an exam.

You might be lured into a different kind of trap by friends who try to convince you that instead of studying you should go to a party with them. Do not listen to them. You have to find your own way and discover what works for you and what does not, how you can successfully cope in life. And only if you have done so can you have fun, go to parties and hang out with your friends. Bear in mind that when you are taking a test, those friends of yours are not going to be there to help you. It is a problem you have to solve by yourself and the responsibility for not preparing for the exam is all yours.

It is not easy to balance these different aspects of life: college, home and parents, friends, ways of making ends meet, hobbies and responsibilities. They often say that you have time for everything you really want to do. This is true but only up to a point. There is no sense in piling up responsibilities and activities and getting overworked. Sooner or later you will realize that you cannot do everything at the same time.

You have to decide and you have to compromise: not to go to a party but to plug away at your studies instead. It is worth saying no in certain situations and organizing your time in a sensible way. If you possess enough self-control and if you can do this, you cannot get into trouble, you will not have to deal with nasty surprises and you will be able to live a balanced life. This can mean a lot, especially at more stressful times such as examination sessions. Freedom can only be to your advantage if it goes hand in hand with practicality and common sense.

10. Starting to work straight after leaving school

There are several reasons why you might not want to go to college after finishing school. If this is the case, your task is different: you have to start looking for a job and considering all the possibilities. You can get a job without a college degree as well but you should not give up on going to college once and for all. It is true, however, that our society needs a lot of highly qualified workers too. So the decision is yours.

There is fierce competition on the job market. And then having a degree and all the necessary papers might prove to be useful. Employers these days tend to prefer applicants with the necessary qualifications and a degree to the ones with only work experience and skills. On the other hand having a degree often means nothing: the applicant might completely lack knowledge and experience. There is one solution to all this: to get both the qualifications and the necessary practice.

Of course, young people cannot be expected to do both at the same time. Very few of them are capable of working while attending university or attending evening school after working full-time. But even if you have decided to start working after leaving school, it is important to look into the future and get a degree by doing an evening or correspondence course. If the degree you have is closely related to the work you are doing, you can increase your chances of being appreciated at your workplace.

11. Your legal status

You may well be worried about those few months when you have finished your school studies but have not yet started your college career. In a legal sense this is an interim state as you are no longer at school but you are not yet a college student. There are a lot of rumours among students about this status.

Actually, your legal status has not changed: you are still considered to be a school student with a valid student identification card, and in the autumn you will get your college student card.

12. Bank account, bank card 

Starting your new adult life also means opening a bank account. You should consider all the different factors before making up your mind. Most colleges have a contract with a financial institution which will try to contact you after you have been admitted and will try to explain why you should make use of their services.

With the help of your bank card, you will manage your finances a lot more easily. And while you are at college you will need a bank account where they can transfer the money you might be entitled to, such as a student loan and different kinds of financial aid.

There is no financial offer or service that can satisfy everybody’s personal needs, so before accepting their offer (which is what the others will do without thinking twice), you should take a look at those of other financial institutions. You might be able to find something that suits you better, an offer tailored to your needs. http://www.gallup.com 

There are national fairs, focus on what different financial institutions have to offer, paying special attention to the needs of young people, both students and those just starting their career.
13. Financial aid and scholarships

As a college student you are entitled to the different forms of financial aid and the scholarships offered by the school. The first step, of course, is to look around and find out about the possibilities and opportunities and then to apply for everything you can. The internet can help you with pages on applications, scholarships etc.  
It is true that it requires some effort on your part to enquire and look into things but you have nothing to lose. If you are successful, in other words, if you get the financial aid or scholarship, it will make your life at college, especially from a financial point of view, a lot easier.

Most colleges offer different kinds of financial aid: e.g. housing aid, social aid and assistance with buying your course books and textbooks. The terms and conditions, of course, are different at each and every college; for example there are colleges where every student is entitled to this “course book aid”, and is given the same (and consequently not very substantial) amount of money.

To apply for housing and social aid, you may need to submit the application forms issued by the college together with various documents, such as a statement of family income, photocopies of some of your official papers, a certificate confirming your legal status (which is issued by the college you are attending). You also have to provide some information of financial and personal nature. If you qualify for aid, the college is likely to deal with the money for you.

In order to get a scholarship, you ‘just’ need to prove that you deserve it. You are entitled to a scholarship if you have good results, so you should take studying and preparing for your classes seriously from the first day on. But a scholarship is not impossible to win: if you work hard and diligently, you will be entitled to one. And some may also mean a substantial amount of money.
You can also win scholarships to study abroad. A couple of these scholarships are the so-called ERASMUS and SOCRATES programmes of the EU, for which you can apply only if you have outstanding results. If you are awarded the scholarship, you can spend a few months studying at a college in a foreign country and most of your expenses will be covered by the programme.  http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/doc80_en.htm 
In order to achieve this you need hard work, steadfastness of purpose and excellent results, but it’s not impossible. You should not forget how good it will look in your curriculum vitae if you have spent some time studying abroad. Not to mention what a great opportunity this could be for you to see the world and to improve your language skills. This will be of great importance too when you are applying for a job.

You can read about different scholarships and grants and the opportunities offered by the European Union in the 6th chapter of this book. These are useful pages, too:
· German scholarships:   http://www.rexinfo.hu/universitas/news_31.html
· International scholarships:  http://www.internationalstudent.com/
· Scholarships  and Financial Aid: http://www.iefa.org/
· DAAD  – scholarships in Germany: http://www.daad.de/index.html
14. A hall of residence or an apartment?

This is also a very important question, which you will have to start thinking over as soon as possible. Not all colleges are able to offer accommodation. The ones that do have halls of residence for their students can offer this accommodation at a reasonable price. This is the most important argument in favour of halls of residence.

Another important argument could be that in college you will experience a feeling of friendship and togetherness, the community spirit. This in turn will have a powerful effect on of the way your own personality develops and it can prove to be a great help with its continuous flow of information. Especially as the examination session approaches, you will be let in on some important information and you will notice how notes taken by others and different books start spreading among students. It can be useful to be a part of this exchange of ideas.

This community spirit, however, is present not only when you are preparing for exams but it is also there at all those parties. If you have ever been to a hall of residence, you know what I am talking about. Hanging out and taking it easy becomes a way of life at these places. But it has its drawbacks too, for instance when you need quiet in order to study effectively. This is, unfortunately, not something you can always find in a halls of residence. You have to be able to find the inner voice in yourself that warns you that you have to start working even if the others are still having a party. This won’t be a problem if you have the willpower but even so it can be easy to give in to the temptation.

If you have never stayed in a hall of residence (and especially if you do not intend to), or if you want to avoid this kind of a temptation, you should look for a flat to rent. In the first year when you are alone and you don’t have friends, you will have to do this on your own. Later, when you have settled in, you can decide to stay with your friends.

When looking for an flat the two most important things to consider are where it is situated and how much it costs. Obviously, you should look for a place that is near your college; that way you can save a lot of time because you don’t have to spend long hours travelling. This is especially true if you have to cover the distance from your flat to college several times a day. Another important thing to consider is the rent you will have to pay for the flat and the state it is in, since there are considerable differences between different places. So you should look at several flat before deciding on the one that seems to be the ideal solution.

If you are thinking in terms of a flat, you should start looking for one very soon after you learn you have got a place at college. Look at the small-ads, prepare a list of all the possibilities, using a Word or an Excel table. Other people will start looking too, so it would not be wise to leave it to the last minute when you can only choose from the flats that nobody else wants. It is worth reading through the contract before signing it, so as to learn on what conditions you can move in and whether you can accept these conditions or not. Pay careful attention to how much notice you have to give, how much deposit you have to pay, and what other costs are involved.

When you move into an apartment, you probably intend to stay for a long time. However, if it does not live up to your expectations, you should be flexible and brave enough to move on. Unfortunately, these days nothing can be taken for granted and if you are not satisfied with the place, the conditions or your roommates, do not hesitate to leave. There would be no point in spending money on a service that disappoints you. You will eventually find a place to stay, one that you will like, so don’t despair if you make the wrong decision the first time.

15. Your progress at college

I have already discussed some aspects of your personal development and the importance of gaining experience; at this point it would make sense to go into this in detail. The novelty of the place, the new dimensions that higher education has opened up will have the greatest effect on you in the first year of your studies. You might like this year the best since you are so full of hopes and plans and illusions, which is just all natural.

Adapting to the new lifestyle, getting to know the system, making friends, establishing contacts are all important in this process and you are a part of this. You won’t even notice the changes, you will adapt to the circumstances – if all goes well.

Not forgetting the importance of time management, you should stay open to new opportunities: both activities organized by the college or work outside it. Each year gets gradually more and more difficult but even with this increase in your workload you will want to set off in a specific direction, which could mean focusing on one particular subject or field of study. You will have the most freedom in the first year. You might find the saying that “these are the best days of life” a bit trite and even grotesque when you find yourself in a difficult situation. But still this saying has a lot of truth in it, like the other one, which says that during your years in college lots and lots of doors will open for you.

The question is whether you are willing to go through these doors to learn about all the opportunities awaiting you. It is worth it! Of course, the way there is not going to be an easy one. You will often think that certain situations are unfair and disorganized. But in a community you are supposed to follow the rules if you don’t want chaos to take over. As you carry on, you will find it gets easier to cope with your ever-increasing workload. 

This is something you can get used to if you can stay happy and positive. In addition to the intellectual efforts you will need a good deal of patience too, for example when standing in front of the registrar’s office, carrying out your responsibilities (turning in a paper, taking a test, writing your thesis, sitting for a language exam and so on), taking and retaking exams, or doing paperwork.  What is more, you always have to be on the lookout so that you don’t miss opportunities that arise, scholarships you can apply for and exam dates you have to choose from. 

The flow of information in institutes of higher education is ceaseless but you have to check how valid and credible this information is. Unfortunately, people spread a lot of rumours in colleges, causing fear in others and passing on misleading information. This means it is worth attending your classes regularly, because the only thing you cannot question is what you yourself hear and see.

The next big step is to learn how to be successful at an exam. This will prove to be the greatest challenge for you in the first year. Although the exams you have to take then are not the hardest ones, what makes them difficult is that you have to learn what your strengths and weaknesses are, how much time you have to spend preparing for an exam and how to take it. Slowly but surely you will have developed your own test-taking habits. As there are no two people who are alike, there is no technique that works for everybody: you are on your own in this respect too. This does not mean that you should not take the advice of more experienced students, but you are the one who has to make the decisions.

When preparing your curriculum, most colleges take into consideration how difficult it is to be a freshman, so they will give you time to gradually learn regular study habits, and to acquire an increasing amount of more and more complex material. Each year you will say how much easier the previous year was, even though back then you thought it could not get any harder. The most important thing is that you should believe in your success, knowing that you can overcome whatever obstacles come your way, that you are not weaker than others and that if they can do it, you can do it too.

Of course, there are other factors that are equally important but that are a lot more subjective and not so easily influenced. Such factors are what mood the examiner is in, what shape and form you are in, whether he likes you or not, how hard the question that you have been asked is. This does not mean that you should take your exams thinking that it doesn’t matter whether you know the material or not. You may be lucky but you mustn’t count on it: you might very easily be proved wrong.

If you study hard and prepare for your exams and do all you can, there ought to be no problems. And if you should fail the exam, it is not your fault and next time you will be luckier. Especially when taking an oral exam, it is important how you look and how you behave: you have to look smart and elegant, be assertive and show what you know. Even if there are gaps, even if you know very little, you should act confident, to show that you know what you are saying. This way you can convince both the examiner and yourself that you are successful. This will give you self-confidence and will help you overcome hardships.

16. Computers in colleges 

College will bring about a considerable change in this respect too. No doubt you already possess the basic skills since we are living in an information society. At present you are probably using these skills to communicate with your friends and others in a variety of ways. At college you will have to be able to get to a higher level in the use of information technology. Do not panic, it is just the basics - but they do require you to learn certain new skills. 

Several colleges, no matter which faculty or department you attend, offer courses in basic computer skills and programs, such as word processing, preparing spreadsheets and tables, data processing and retrieving information with the help of different communications channels. Where are you going to be able to use all this? Almost everywhere: when you have to download and print certain textbooks, go to various websites, retrieve and pass on information, type various essays and your thesis and prepare statistics and statements.

There is another way of making use of your computer skills which is also linked to your studies. Each college and university has an information system, which has all the important data and information concerning your legal status. They hold all your academic data and information concerning your bank account and you will use them to do the rest of the “paperwork”.  
In most colleges in the world it is with the help of this system that you can sign up for classes and exams and this is where a record of your grades is kept. Your bank account number has a special place among all your personal data. It is through your bank account that you will get your monthly payments and will be able to pay for the exams you have to retake, and you can also use this system to inform the faculty if you are planning to miss a semester. It works like a central registry.
This computer system of your college, together with your report book, is going to be an important part of your life throughout your college years. You will have to learn to use it as soon as possible and have to use it carefully. You will see the importance of the system when signing up for a class or an exam when everybody tries to use the system at the same time hoping to get into the class of a famous professor or to get the best date for their exam. This is a problem you don’t have to solve right now but you should start preparing for it in time.
17. Working while studying

Many students would like to start working during their college years. It is a praiseworthy though risky enterprise. It is very considerate, what is more, in some cases it is absolutely necessary for a student to contribute to the costs of his or her tuition but the price to be paid might not be worth the effort.

If you develop a liking for a certain area, you might want to spread your wings and try your hand at it and to prove your worth. It is then necessary to have self-control and ask yourself what you have time and the necessary skills for. You should prepare a timetable with the help of your computer. Use an Excel table, where you can group your activities in a table or can also draw diagrams. Or you can prepare this timetable using the MS Outlook program.

It is important to prioritize your tasks, and to keep studying as your top priority at all times, even if you think there would be more point in working than preparing for your classes. Conditions at your workplace can change and until you have a degree you are at the mercy of the effects of these changes and risks.

Only if you get the qualifications and get a suitable job can you say that you have won and overcome all obstacles. There are a lot of jobs out there, offered by different firms and companies.
Several colleges require their students to work as interns and thus gain supervised practical experience. And, of course, a lot of students like challenges and are curious to learn about newer and newer areas.

I am not saying you should not try your hand at work. After all, this how you can experience the feeling of getting your first pay, something you have worked hard for. This is when you can really appreciate what you have achieved and created. But once again it is very important not to miss out a year because of working. An extra year at college means extra expenses too. If you take part in full-time training, you cannot work full-time, so you cannot raise the money necessary to meet those expenses. You are working but you are making a loss: this is the trap you might fall into when taking on a job, and this is what you will have to think over before taking the first step.

In order to get a degree, in several colleges you are required to gain experience and professional practice of some kind. So if you look forward to and want to take on professional challenges, you can make use of the theoretical knowledge you have learnt in practice too. 

Apprentices, trainees and entrants are most welcome at workplaces, even if this does not show in their pay check. But it is a great opportunity to invest in your future and besides, in a short period of time you can learn a great deal if you really want to.

18. What to do if the college you have applied to does not live up to your expectations?

This is another very complex question. There are several different reasons why it might happen. Although you think it is not likely to happen to you, there might be unforeseen and unforeseeable events that make it necessary to think things over. The question is WHEN you realize that the particular field you are studying and getting your degree in is not the one you are interested in.  If you realize it in time, there are several possible different solutions for the problem.

One of the reasons could be that you cannot meet the requirements set by your department or faculty. Another reason could be your lack of interest. If you realize this in time, you would do best to leave your college and apply for another one. You might consider this as a learning experience and not as wasted time, because before you actually start to go to a college you cannot know everything about it, no matter how much information you get.

As I mentioned earlier it is extremely important to gain experience and to find your own way. And if you make a mistake, there are several steps that you can take. It is also possible that as the years pass, it will gradually dawn on you that you would rather not work and make your living in the job you are preparing for. This, of course, does not prevent you from doing well at college and it does not affect your legal status, you are simply not interested in what you are studying. This problem is not so easy to solve, because in your fourth or fifth year at college you should not just give it all up. You will have come a long way and by then most of the problems and hardships will be behind you. In this case, I think, you should see it through.

It isn’t unusual for students to work in a field that is not related to their studies after finishing college, and there is nothing wrong with this. These days conditions and demands on the job market are changing rapidly. A degree is something that can always come in handy, even if at the moment you think you are never going to use it. You never know when you will need it.

Don’t forget: you have to work hard to get a degree, which means that it is worth a lot. So you should go on working hard and get that degree. And once you have it, you might see things differently. During an exam session you are under a lot of stress and you tend to be rather pessimistic. Nobody likes to study if it means continually having to take tests and being assessed. After your final exams, however, the situation changes: there are no more exams to take and your degree, for which you have worked so hard and for so many years, is in your hands. If you still think this is not how you imagined your future, you can start doing something that you know you really want to do. The solution is to get another degree.

This also has several advantages. It is important to note that these days getting a job, even with a degree, is not that simple, no matter what area we are talking about. So the hardships are not over when you finish college: on the contrary, they are just about to start. But if you have two degrees, especially degrees that you have obtained at a college with a good reputation, they show that there are two different fields of study you have reached a high level in. And these degrees also suggest the diversity of your interests and your high qualifications. This can be a great advantage when you are  looking for a job.

So do not despair and do not get disappointed about your prospects. There are countless opportunities and job openings. You should just stay on the lookout, assess your needs, skills and abilities, experiment and get experience. This is the key to getting ahead.

19. Job meets

The next step is to attend job meets, occasions which become more and more important in your later years at college. At a job meet you will find the representatives of several different companies and enterprises recruiting candidates for a number of vacancies. They offer you a good chance to see which jobs are in demand and what your knowledge is worth. Do you need to learn additional skills or learn more in a certain area in order to be more successful on the job market?

A job meet is also a great opportunity for building up contacts. After a job meet you might get a phone call when you least expect it because a company wants to find out more about you: they have got interested in you after reading the cv you handed them at the job meet. You should not miss these opportunities. It could also be a great way of spending your free time, together with your friends. You might get an offer from the same company, which might turn the job meet into a great experience!

20. Should I work at home or should I go abroad?

Working abroad is a great challenge for a lot of people. It is not necessarily the money that motivates them. Spending some time abroad can be useful as a way of practicing and learning a foreign language and learning about the culture and customs of another country.

If it is the money that makes you go abroad because you have had an excellent offer, it might be worth calculating how much staying abroad is going to cost you. In most cases the cost of living, like the pay, is bound to be higher as well.

It is also important to take a closer look at the job itself too: what kind of tasks you will have to do, how hard it is, how healthy and hygienic the working conditions are, and so on. You should think these things over before setting off.
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